Revisiting the hopeless ridge: part I--challenging the gold standard.
Proper bone-augmentation strategies are essential to recreating natural function and esthetics, implant dentistry's paramount objective. Although autogenous grafts have historically been considered the gold standard among grafting materials, they are associated with higher complication rates, greater resorption, and lower implant success than some of the allograft alternatives. Demineralized allograft bone combined with a carrier that facilitates handling has been verified to be inductive and offer other benefits. Three reports are presented of patients treated with such allograft materials in combination with resorbable membranes.